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Why are Highland Schools 
funded in the way that they 
are and when did all of this 

start?



House Bill 920
ÅIn 1976 Ohio passed House Bill 920

ÅIt was put in our state constitution as part of an 
amendment in 1980

ÅIt was designed to protect Ohioans from escalating 
taxes, but does not allow the school districts to keep 
up with inflation or growth in enrollment.

ÅHas led to more operating levies than any other state

ÅOver 10,000 levies have been placed on Ohio ballots 
since 1975 (obviously not all have passed).

ÅIn Highland, since 1976, only 5 levies for new 
money have passed and 15 have been defeated.



²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ άƳƛƭƭέ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ 
to me?

Å1 mill is 1/10 of one penny.

ÅIn the State of Ohio 1 mill is equal to $30.63 
(30.625 specifically) per every $100,000 
appraised property value.
ïOften people wonder why the $100,000 figure is what is 
ǉǳƻǘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƛǎ different. This 
is simply the amount that the State of Ohio uses to figure 
taxes.

ÅTo find your appraised property value go to:

www.medinacountyauditor.org

http://www.medinacountyauditor.org/


CƛƴŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ά!ǇǇǊŀƛǎŜŘ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ±ŀƭǳŜέ
at www.medinacountyauditor.org
üClick on Property Search   

Enter the following:

1. Last Name

2. Property Number

3. First three letters of street name

4. Zip code

ά¢ƻǘŀƭ ±ŀƭǳŜέ  ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǇǇǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǾŀƭǳŜ
**Average total value in Highland is $300,000**

http://www.medinacountyauditor.org/


IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ  IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘΩǎ [ŜǾƛŜǎ

ÅIn 1976  it began with:

ï4.9 mills General Fund (does not reduce)

ï27.9 mills Current Expense (subject to reduction)

Å1978

ï8 mills Current Expense (subject to reduction)

This was for:
1 HIGH SCHOOL
1 MIDDLE SCHOOL
2 GRADE SCHOOLS



How does this affect Highland today?

Å1992 (2002 Current Expense) (subject to reduction)

ï6.8 mills

Å1993 (2002 Current Expense) (subject to reduction)

ï5 mills

Å1994 (2002 Current Expense) (subject to reduction)

ï5 mills

ÅThis Totals 16.8 mills



How does this affect Highland today? 
(continued)

Å1998 (2007 Current Expense) (subject to reduction)

ï5.5 mills 

Å1999(2007 Current Expense) (subject to reduction)

ï1.2 mills

Å2000 (2007 Current Expense) (subject to reduction)

ï1.2 mills

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ άƴŜǿ ƳƻƴŜȅέ ǾƻǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ мффтΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ άƛƴŎǊŜƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƭŜǾȅέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ άǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƭŜǾȅέ ŦƻǊ тΦф Ƴƛƭƭǎ ǇƘŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ о ȅŜŀǊ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ  ¸ŜŀǊ м - 5.5, 
year 2 - 6.7, Year 3 -тΦфΦ Lƴ нллт ǿŜ άǊŜƴŜǿŜŘέ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
existing millage on the books, however it is still subject to reduction.



5ƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŜ ǾƻǘŜ ƻƴ ŀ ōƛƎ ōƻƴŘΚ

Yes
Å2001 Highland residents passed a $39.9 million 
dollar 25 year bond at 6.8 mills.  This millage was 
reduced to 5.05 mills and today is at 4.4 mills.  It 
remains on the books until 2026.

This Bond is a Capital Improvement Bond and cannot be used to operate the schools

This Bond was used to build the new high school, but in addition, improvements to the 
middle school and all grade schools were made without asking the voters for more 
ƳƻƴŜȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōƻƴŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ά/ŀǇƛǘŀƭ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎέΦ

¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ {ŀƭŜǎ ¢ŀȄ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊ ƻƴƭȅ ά/ŀǇƛǘŀƭ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎέ ŀƴŘ brings in 
approximately $1,00,000 to Highland. (This amount subject to change based on sales in 
Medina County.)


